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crack, and a cracked back will not regain a good shape
when the book is closed. When opening a book in this
way, it can be seen if the pages have been neatly mended
where necessary and if any plates and single leaves have
been attached by guards. The connexion between the
end-papers and the book should be examined to see
that there is no tendency for them to break away. In
estimating the quality of a free opening, the thickness
and flexibility of the paper in relation to the size of the
page must be taken into consideration. Some books by
their nature cannot be made to open pleasantly.

Joints

The connexion between the book and its boards should
be examined carefully, for it is here that many bindings
fail in use. Some evidence there should be of the slips
having been laced in if the book has been bound and
not cased. The boards should fall shut freely of their
own weight, and should not gape when the book is
closed, which means that the leather, slips, and end-
paper (or leather joint) should together be thin enough
to be readily bent by the weight of the board. On a
small book with light boards, leather and slips must be
very thin, but this does not matter, as in such a book the
strain on the joint is very slight, but for a heavy book
the slips and leather must be proportionately thicker,

Some one started the theory that if a book is held up
by the fore-edge, if the leaves and the boards are allowed
to fall they should touch. This is a foolish test, for such
extreme flexibility is incompatible with adequate
strength. Generally, provided that the joint is reason-
ably free, neat, tod square, some slight creasing of the
outside leather on opening and some indication of the
lacing in of the slips should not be objected to, and
extreme flexibility may be looked upon with suspicion.